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Presentation of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ into the Temple 

        When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary's 

forty days of purification had been fulfilled, she took her first-

born Son to Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day after His 

birth, that she might present Him in the temple according to 

the Law of Moses, which teaches that every first-born male 

child be dedicated to God, and also that she might offer the 

sacrifice of a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons, as 

required by the Law (Luke 2:22-24; Exod. 13:2; Lev. 12:6-

8). 

        On this same day, a just and devout man, the greatly 

aged Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by 

the Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting 

the salvation of God, and he had been informed by divine 

revelation that he would not die until he beheld the Lord's 

Christ. Thus, when he beheld Him at that time and took 

Him up into his aged arms, he gave glory to God, singing: 

"Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, O Master. . 

." And he confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully, since 

he had seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the 

Glory of Israel (Luke 2:25-32).  

        From ancient times, the Holy Church has retained this 

tradition of the churching of the mother and new-born child 

on the fortieth day and of the reading of prayers of 

purification. 
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CHURCH  SERVICES 

 

February 2, Friday 
Divine Liturgy 9:00 / 10:00 am 
Presentation of Our Lord 
 

February 6, Tuesday 
Divine Liturgy 9:00 / 10:00 am 
St. Photios 
 

February 8, Thursday 
Divine Liturgy 9:00 / 10:00 am 
St. Theodore the Commander 
 

February 9, Friday Evening 

Great Vespers 6:00 pm. 
St. Haralambos at St. Barbara, Toms River 
 

February 10, Saturday 
Divine Liturgy 9:00 / 10:00 am 
St. Haralambos 
 

February 17, Saturday 
Divine Liturgy 9:00 / 10:00 am 
Theodore the Tyro 
 

 

2 Öåâñïõáñßïõ, ÐáñáóêåõÞ  
Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá 9:00, 10:00 ðì  
 

6 Öåâñïõáñßïõ, Ôñßôç 
Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá 9:00, 10:00 ðì 
 

8 Öåâñïõáñßïõ, ÐÝìðôç 
Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá 9:00, 10:00 ðì 
 

9 Öåâñïõáñßïõ,ÐáñáóêåõÞ ÂñÜäé 
Great Vespers 6:00 pm. 
St. Haralambos at St. Barbara, Toms River 
 

10 Öåâñïõáñßïõ,ÓáââÜôïv 
Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá 9:00, 10:00 ðì 
 

17 Öåâñïõáñßïõ, ÓáââÜôïv 
Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá 9:00, 10:00 ðì 

SPRING GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

This year’s Spring General Assembly will be held on Sunday, March 10th, 
following the Divine Liturgy. All those parishioners who have sent in their 
stewardship cards for 2023 and/or 2024 will be eligible to vote. 
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Godparent Sunday 

February 11, 2024 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Godchildren of all ages are encouraged to invite their Godparents. 
 

Godparents are encouraged to invite their Godchildren. 
 

Come celebrate this special relationship 

by attending church on this day to worship 

and receiving Holy Communion together. 
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Vasilopita Sunday 
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Vasilopita Sunday 
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Greek Hierarchs Program 
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Theodore, Commander & 
Great Martyr 

      

The holy Martyr Theodore was from Euchaita of Galatia and 
dwelt in Heraclea of Pontus. He was a renowned commander 
in the military, and the report came to the Emperor Licinius 
that he was a Christian and abominated the idols. Licinius 
therefore sent certain men to him from Nicomedia, to honor 
him and ask him to appear before him. Through them, howev-
er, Saint Theodore sent back a message that it was necessary 
for various reasons, that Licinius come to Heraclea. Licinius, 
seeing in this a hope of turning Saint Theodore away from 
Christ did as was asked of him.   

     When the Emperor came to Heraclea, Saint Theodore met 
him with honor, and the Emperor in turn gave Theodore his 
hand, believing that through him he would be able to draw the 
Christians to the worship of his idols. Seated upon his throne 
in the midst of the people, he publicly bade Theodore offer 
sacrifice to the gods. But Theodore asked that the emperor en-
trust him with the most venerable of his gods, those of gold 
and silver, that he might take them home and himself attend 
upon them that evening, promising that the following day he 
would honor them in public. The Emperor, filled with joy at 
these tidings, gave command that Theodore's request be ful-
filled. 

     When the Saint had taken the idols home, he broke them in 
pieces and distributed the gold and silver to the poor by night. 
The next day a centurion named Maxentius told Licinius that 
he had seen a pauper pass by carrying the head of Artemis. 
Saint Theodore, far from repenting of this, confessed Christ 
boldly. Licinius, in an uncontainable fury, had the Saint put to 
many torments, then crucified. While upon the cross, the holy 
Martyr was further tormented -- his privy parts were cut off, 
he was shot with arrows, his eyes were put out, and he was left 
on the cross to die. The next day Licinius sent men to take his 
corpse and cast it into the sea; but they found the Saint alive 
and perfectly whole. Through this, many believed in Christ. 
Seeing his own men turning to Christ, and the city in an up-
roar, Licinius had Theodore beheaded, about the year 320. The 
Saint's holy relics were returned to his ancestral home on June 
8, which is also a feast of the Great Martyr Theodore. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
Our Bible Study group will not meet during the summer, but 
will resume in September. 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Stewardship packets for the year 2018 have been sent. 
Let us strive to give more generously than last year so 
that we can continue to strengthen this wonderful 
program. We thank the 139 families who have already 
sent in their stewardship donations. 
 

COME RECEIVE THE LIGHT PROGRAM 
If anyone is interested in donating $50 a week or $200 a 
month so that the Come Receive the Light program can stay 
on the air, please contact the church office or Demi Zalman. 
The program airs on Sundays at 9:00am on channel 1020AM 
and 101.3 FM. 
 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION  
Holy Communion is offered to those baptized Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves for the reception of 
the Sacrament by prayer and fasting. Blessed Bread is 
available for all our visitors at the very end of the Divine 
Liturgy.   
 

GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 
Gamblers Anonymous will be meeting on Tuesday nights 

from 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm at the church. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
There will be a Parish council meeting on Monday,  
August 6th at 7:00 pm. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

GODPARENTS SUNDAY 
It is not too early to contact your Godparents or Godchildren 
in order to remind them that our annual Godparents Sunday 
will take place on February 11th. We hope to have lots of 
Godparents and Godchildren worshipping in church that day. 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
If you would like to host the coffee hour on a Sunday please 
call or email Faten Dib. (609-226-2691 or  
fattouneh@hotmail.com) .  If you are hosting the coffee hour 
please make sure that all products are nut free. We have 
children with severe nut allergies. Thank you!  
 

MEMORIALS 
If you are planning a family memorial, please contact the 

church office far in advance of the date.  
 

YOUTH SAFETY POLICIES 
After Sunday School all of the children are to stay in the 
Fellowship Hall with their parents. The gym, classrooms and 
church areas will be off limits to the children after Sunday 
School has been completed.  
 

SPECIAL TLC ANNOUNCEMENT 
In order to ensure the safety of all our TLC children, the 
following procedures are being implemented effective 
immediately. During TLC school hours (Monday-Friday, 6:45 
a. to 5:30 pm) all parishioners must be either buzzed in 
through the front door of the community center or must be 
checked in through the TLC main entrance. Any parishioner 
who has a key or fob to our facility must follow the same 
procedures.  
 

 
 
 

ÅÈÅËÏÍÔÉÊÇ ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÁ 
ÅðåéäÞ ëÜâáôå ôï ðáêÝôï ôÞò 
ÅèåëïvôéêÞò ÐñïóöïñÜò ãéá ôï 2024, 
óáò ðáñáêáëïýìå vá óôåßëåôå ôçv 
êÜñôá óáò ôï óõvôïìüôáôï. Óáò 
ðáñáêáëïýìå vá ìçv óôåßëåôå ÷ñÞìáôá 
÷ùñßò vá óôåßëåôå êáé ôçv êÜñôá. 
 

ÊÕÑÉÁÊÇ ÔÙÍ ÁÍÁÄÏ×ÙÍ 
Óôéò 11 Öåâñïõáñßïõ, ïé ávÜäï÷ïé èá 
Ý÷ïõvå åõêáéñßá vá åêêëçóéáóèïýv ìå 
ôá âáðôéóôéêÜ ôïõò. Óáò ðáñáêáëïýìå 
vá êávïvßóåôå ôá ó÷Ýäéá óáò áðü ôþñá. 
 

ÃÅÍÉÊÇ ÓÕÍÅËÅÕÓÇ 
Ç ÃåvéêÞ ÓõvÝëåõóç èá ãßvåé ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ, 
10 Ìáñôßïõ, ìåôÜ áðü ôçv Èåßáv 
Ëåéôïõñãßáv. Óáò ðáñáêáëïýìå vá ëÜâåôå 
ìÝñïò ãéá ôçv ðñüïäï ôçò åvïñßáò ìáò. Ïé 
åvïñßôåò ðïõ Ý÷ïõvå óôåßëåé êÜñôåò ãéá ôï 
2023 ç ôï 2024 èá ìðïñïýv vá øçößóïõv. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
All parishioners are reminded to send in their 2023 
stewardship cards and/or pledges, even if this means sending 
them in during the beginning of January/ February. We thank 
the 165 families who have sent in their stewardship cards for 
the year 2023. Stewardship packets for the year 2024 were 
sent to our homes in January. Let us strive to give more 
generously than last year so that we can continue to 
strengthen this wonderful program. 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
Our Bible Study group will resume meeting on February 6th 
& 20th via Zoom. All parishioners are strongly encouraged to 
share in this wonderful experience. 
 
 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION  
Holy Communion is offered to those baptized Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves for the reception of 
the Sacrament by prayer and fasting. Blessed Bread is 
available for all our visitors at the very end of the Divine 
Liturgy.   
 

CHURCH REMINDERS  
Wearing masks is now optional in the church and throughout 
the community center. Those who are feeling sick should stay 
at home. We will continue to live-stream our church services. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
There will be a Parish council meeting on Monday, February 
19that 6:00 pm. 
 

TLC BOARD MEETING 
There will be a TLC Board meeting on Wednesday, February 
7th at 5:30 pm. 
 

GREEK WINTERFEAST 
Our  annual Greek Winter feast will be held February 2nd, 
3rd & 4th. Please see Brian Sacco or any parish council 
member to volunteer.  
 
 

PHILOPTOCHOS  
 

In an effort to create awareness and encourage participation 

of Philoptochos philanthropic initiatives and projects please 

like/follow our Facebook 

page: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Trinitys-

Philoptochos-St-Elpida-Chapter-119236026143902/  

 

Philoptochos will continue to sell Shop Rite Gift Cards. 

Please see attached flyer (page 21) with information on how 

to purchase.  

https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Trinitys-Philoptochos-St-Elpida-Chapter-119236026143902/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Trinitys-Philoptochos-St-Elpida-Chapter-119236026143902/
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This Saint was a priest of the Christians in Magnesia, the foremost city of Thes-
saly, in the diocese having the same name. He contested during the reign of Al-
exander Severus (222-235), when Lucian was Proconsul of Magnesia. At the 
time of his martyrdom the Saint was 103 years of age. 
 
St. Haralampus is commemorated on February 10th, with the exception when 
this date falls on the Saturday of the Souls preceding Lent or on Clean Monday 
(the first day of Lent), in which case the feast is celebrated on February 9th. 
 
Apolytikion of Hieromartyr Haralambos    Fourth Tone 
O wise Haralambos, you were proven an unshakable pillar of the Church of 
Christ; an ever-shining lamp of the universe. You shone in the world by your 
martyrdom. You delivered us from the moonless night of idolatry O blessed one. 
Wherefore, boldly intercede to Christ that we may be saved. 
 
Kontakion of Hieromartyr Haralambos     Fourth Tone 
O Priest-martyr, athlete, champion Haralambos, your relics are a priceless treas-
ure of the Church. Wherefore she rejoices, glorifying the Creator. 

HARALAMBOS THE HOLY MARTYR 
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Scheduling Meetings and Events 
 

In order to avoid scheduling conflicts all parish ministries  
and organizations must call the church office  
to schedule all meetings, practices and events. 

 

Phone Directory  
for Holy Trinity 

 

The church phone number is: 
609-653-8092 

 

  The extensions are: 
  Father George: #12 
  Church Office: #16 
  TLC Front Desk: #13 
   Fellowship Hall Kitchen: #28 
  Commercial Kitchen: #29 

ADVERTISING  
OPPORTUNITIES  

 
 

We are excited to announce a new 
way to give your Business or Ser-
vice a face in our church commu-
nity. We are opening up the oppor-
tunity to advertise your place of 
business in our church bulletins. 
The most important aspect of this 
opportunity is that not only will it 
enhance and promote your busi-
ness but ALL of the money collect-
ed for advertising will go to the 
church. We are confident that this 
advertising opportunity will im-
prove the exposure and revenues 
of your business. If you have an 
interest in obtaining more details 
we encourage you to speak to 
Athena Sacco  
athenasacco@gmail.com  
or 609-653-6775) or any other 
parish council member.  
We thank you in advance for  
your participation and support.   

PARISH WEB SITE  
 

Our new web site has now been activated. 
  

www.holytrinityeggharbor.com 
 

Please visit the site often for  
updated information.  

Group leaders should submit their group’s 
information to the church office ASAP so 

that all the tabs can be activated.  
 

mailto:athenasacco@gmail.com
tel:609-653-6775
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COME VISIT OUR LIBRARY! 
All parents and children are invited to  
stop by to check out a book…or two! 

Help your child grow in the faith!  



 

Page  19 

Our Vision is... 

to follow Christ as stewards of our faith, by fostering 

a loving and welcoming community through active 

service, worship, education, and fellowship.  

Our Mission is... 

to become disciples of Christ in thought, word and 

deed, through loving and humble service to God and 

mankind, while seeking salvation for all through the 

Holy Spirit. 
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PHILOPTOCHOS MISSION STATEMENT  

 
The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc., is the duly accredited women’s phil-
anthropic society of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. The mission of the Socie-
ty shall be:  

·  To help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the sick, the unemployed, the or-
phaned, the imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, to un-
dertake the burial of impoverished persons and to offer assistance to anyone who may 
need the help of the Church through fund raising efforts; and  

·  To promote the charitable, benevolent, and philanthropic purposes of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America, through instructional programs, presentations, lectures, 
seminars and other educational resources;  

·  To preserve and perpetuate Orthodox Christian concepts and the Orthodox Christian 
Family, and through them, to promote the Greek Orthodox Faith and traditions, in ac-
cordance with its doctrines, canons, discipline, divine worship, usages and customs;  

·  To promote participation in the activities of the Greek Orthodox community, with the 
cooperation of the Parish Priest and the Parish Council.  

The charitable work of the Society shall be performed with discretion, courtesy and kind-
ness.  

Presentation of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ into the Temple 
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How to Host the Coffee Hour 
 
 

Requirements:   Desserts (Nut-free), Milk 1 gallon, Orange Juice 
Set up in coffee room: 
1. Prepare coffee urn with # of cups and amount of water.   Instructions are pasted inside the door of one 
of the cabinets.   Switch on the coffee. 
2. Place coffee cups, plates napkins, forks, spoons on the counter and milk jugs, basket of sugars.   
Everything is in the drawers. 
3. Take out the money box and place it on the counter. 
After coffee is served: Please clean up everything.   Empty urn and clean. Count money.   
Place in envelope marked  
     PHILOPTOCHOS COFFEE HOUR, 
     DATE, NAME OF VOLUNTEER AND AMOUNT. 
Money is either given to Faten Dib or slipped under Father George's office door. 
Donuts can be picked up free at Minos if you call at 6pm on Saturday evening to request donuts to be put 
aside.   Minos opens at 7.00am on Sunday, pick up any time after that. 
Coffee hour need not be an elaborate affair.   It is NOT a competition as to who serves the best spread. 
Some ladies love to bake, others do not have the time.    
We are thankful to anyone who volunteers just to host a simple coffee hour. 

Holy Trinity Coffee Hours 
 

Please call  or email Faten Dib 609-226-2691 or fattouneh@hotmail.com 
today and offer to sign up for a Sunday  to host the coffee hour! There are 
many Sunday’s available and it is a great way for your family , or a few 
families together, to offer fellowship and refreshments to our community. 
We will post any available Sundays in the weekly newsletter and the 
monthly Herald. 
 

In the event that no one signs up for a Sunday to host a coffee hour, only 
coffee will be available at the Fellowship Hall. So come one, come all and 
sign up today to host “Holy Trinity Coffee Hour”. 
 

Available Sundays for February and March: 
February 18: ? 
March 3: ? 
March 10: ? 
March 17: ? 
March 24: ? 
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Holy Trinity Herald Deadline is the 21st of each month. 
 
 

Please submit all copy or photos to Lisa Mitoulis at  lisa.mitoulis@gmail.com 

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
7004 Ridge Avenue, Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 769, Northfield, NJ 08225 

Phone:  609-653-8092          Fax:  609-653-0375 

PARISH PRIEST 
Father George Liacopulos  609- 653-8092 
 

PARISH  COUNCIL  
President: Haitham Dib 
Vice President: Maria Lianidis 
Treasurer: Nick Yiannos 
Secretary: George Booskos 
Council Members:  Faten Dib, Donna Efstatos, George 
Efstatos, Stephanie Farrell, Carol Kafkalas, Peter Liacop-
ulos, Kimberly Malaspina, Maria Marinakis, Anthony 
Panetta, Tom Papademetriou, Athena Sacco 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Eugenia Kramvis 609-344-2967 
 

PHILOPTOCHOS 
President: Heather Koltoukis 609-816-6171 
1st Vice President: Roula Michaelidis  
2nd Vice President: Annette Ladicos 
Treasurer: Athena Sacco 
Assistant Treasurer: Faten Dib 
Recording Secretary: Ginny Kramvis 
Corresponding Secretary: Donna Efstatos  
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  DIRECTOR 
Sarai Taraborrelli sarai1southrey@gmail.com 
 

GOYA 
Advisors:  Anthony Panetta 
      Chris Mularz 
      Mike & Katerina Christakos 

JOY /HOPE  ADVISORS 
Nao Plamantouras 
Joanne Kotronis 
Sarai Southrey 
 

ARCHIVES 
Eleni Tsourounakis 
 

CHANTER 
Tom Papademetriou 
 

 
 

CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Presv. Voula Liacopulos 609-653-8092 
 

Greek School  
George Plamantouras  609-573-5592 
 
 

TLC BOARD 
President: Cate Mularz 
Vice-President: Faten Dib 
Soultana Costas, Maria Lianidis, Rami Nassar, Lia 
Potiris,  Gus Stamatopoulos, Michelle Stamatopoulos 
 

DANCE GROUPS 
Vicky Georges   609-345-2487   (Sr. Group) 
 

BASKETBALL  
Boys: Anthony Panetta,  
          Peter Liacopoulos 
Girls: Tony Mertis  
           George Efstatos 
 

39 AND  SOMETHING  GROUP 
Father George Liacopulos     609-653-3107 
 

FESTIVAL  CHAIRPERSON 
Yianni Kyriakou   609-677-0003 
 

ST STEPHEN THE DEACON SERVICE PROJECT 
Dorothy Martin 609-241-6859 
 

AUDITING COMMITTEE 
Richard Haviland, Nancie Arsenis & Brian Sacco 
 

PARISH AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 
Richard & Linda Haviland 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
 
 

February 2-4:  Greek Winter Feast 

February 11:   Godparents Sunday 

February 11: SOUPer Bowl Sunday 

February 25:   Triodion Begins 

March 10:      Spring General Assembly 

March 15-16: Philoptochos Yard Sale 

March 18:    Lent Begins 

March 25:    Annunciation of the Theotokos 

April 5-7:  Philadelphia Greek Independence 

                      Day Celebrations 

May 5:   Resurrection 

June 6-9:    Greek Festival 

June 23-29: Camp Good Shepherd 

 

One is your teacher, the Christ. 
 
 

Matthew 23:10 


